THE SWORD OF RUSSIA

“The Sword of Russia” is the annual jousting festival- tournament. For some time it has been known as one of the city’s important cultural events. A few years ago, in honor of Moscow’s 850th anniversary, the tournament was renamed the “Championship of Russia”. This Festival has now become a Moscow tradition. It is exactly what people who are fond of traditional hand to hand combat, entertaining historical shows, the unforgettable romantic atmosphere of the Middle Ages, and who are in love with the epoch of knights, famous campaigns and brave exploits had been waiting for.

The Professional Jousting Tournament- Festival will take place in the area of the Historical Cultural Complex “Setunsky Stan” almost in the center of the capital. The place is a special reconstructed XII-XIIIth century Slavic town. For two days in September you will have the unique opportunity to see incredible shows not found anywhere else on Earth. You will also have a chance to get acquainted with the ancient Russian culture, to learn more about old beliefs, development of traditions and customs, and about the everyday life of ancient Russian people. You will know more about the foundation and development of Moscow. You will see “hand to hand” duels, re-enactments of the Kulikovskaya Battle, javelin and archer competitions, and contests of strength and agility. Dramatized costume shows on historical themes will be performed during the Festival. Ancient legends, folk stories, myths and fables of our distant ancestors will be interwoven with during the Festival.

Historical Fencing involves not only knights’ duels and tournaments but unique reconstruction of historical costumes and deep studying of the culture of the Middle Ages. All participants of competitions, spectacles and shows will be wearing meticulously reconstructed weaponry of the Middle Ages.
Program of the Championship:
First Day:

Meeting and accommodation of participants. Trainings, rehearsals. Sitting of the Selection Committee.

· Qualifying fights of the first and second rounds in the category “Shield and Sword” (the category is distinguished by classical technique and high speed).

· Qualifying shows in the category “Solo Composition” for:

a) men

b) women. 

Judges and spectators will see experts wearing different kinds of armor perform with musical accompaniment (without any contact with each other).

· Qualifying fights of the first and second round in the category “Original Armor” (original armor includes: broad- sword, shield-spear, saber, and different kinds of ancient Russian armor). These duels are distinguished by variety of technique, and level of speed..

· historical show-program “The Origins of Moscow”

Second Day:
· competitions in the following categories will be held:

· reconstructed historical weaponry

· reconstructed historical costume

· play about seafarers with use of reconstructed ancient Russian ships (“coch”, “ladyia”); fights on water

· “Obstacle Line” competition(trial for Russian warriors of the XIIth century)

· Semifinal and Final duels in the following categories:

· shield – sword

· original armor (sword – sword)

· Plays on the following themes:

· “Foundation and formation of Moscow”

· “Everyday life of the city in the XIIth century

· Outdoor celebration on a public holiday, warriors’ games

· Entertainment in the style of the XIIth century

· Special Parade of the participants of the Festival, folklore bands’ performs

· Closing Ceremony of the Festival. Rewarding of winners of the Russian Festival in Historical Fencing.

· Concerts with popular young bands taking part

· Fireworks parade organized by the Russian Stuntmen Union “Master”

We invite You to become guests at our Festival! The Russian Championship on Historical Fencing will certainly become the brightest impression of the summer!
